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illustrated by this example, is likely, by reason of the habits and
customs of the proprietary classes, to remain the rule* and not con-
stitute the exception, would it not then become a grave question whether
the public good would not require the interference of the supreme power
of the community in some such way as that which I have indicated ? "

How is this difficulty to be got over ? It is a question worthy
the attention of the B. I. Association. We are convinced,
too, that the Benamee system, on which there is a paper
in these transactions, is another great obstacle in the way
of the duties which land-lords owe to their tenants. Where
it prevails, the real owner is interested in nothing beyond
his rents; and he would soon find that every improvement
on his estate was but an additional temptation to a Benamee-
dar to appropriate the land to himself.

The paper on Mahomedan Education in Bengal is a review
of the history of the Calcutta Madrissah, To us, the dis-
cussion that followed the reading of it, is more interesting
than the paper itself. We cannot help feeling that Peary
Cliand Mittra touched a weak point in the social order of
the Mahomedan community, when he asked " whether any
steps were being taken for the education of Mahomedau
women." The Mahomedan gentlemen present seem to have
winced under the question, if we may judge from the manner
in which it was met ; the very barriers of a religious injunction,
being brought to stop the way of any attempt to reach
Mahomedan women. This convinces us that in spite of the
asseverations of Moulvi Abdool Hakeem, who had a good deal
to say concerning the female enlightenment of ancient times,
the Mahomedan woman is intellectually no better provided
for than her Hindoo sister. Indeed, we have a suspicion that
she is even more neglected ; and that from a purely political
point of view, it is of importance to bring her within the
reach of educational influences. The ignorance of a Hindoo
mother serves to transmit to her offspring the traditional
bondage of idolatrous superstitions: an ignorant Mahomedaa
mother transmits the fanatical bigotry characteristic of her
people. We should very much like to see the Social Science
Association inquire into the subject of-Mahomedan Female
Education.

We are prevented by want of space from noticing the papers
on Jurisprudence and Law, Hindu Female Education, Health,
Economy and Trade, and the Festivals of the Hindus. A
very interesting paper on Female Occupations in Bengal, gives
an account of the domestic life and manners of Hindu women.